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Context and Background

Institute of Social and Policy Sciences (I-SAPS) in collaboration with Alif Ailaan is implementing the
“Political Advocacy and Outreach Support for Transforming Education Pakistan (TEP)” in Lahore
District along with five other districts across Pakistan (Hyderabad, Thatta, Quetta, Peshawar, and
Rajanpur). The initiative aims to develop and present evidence based research products to wide
stakeholders to help facilitate the demand articulation of the citizens to improve situation of education.
Under this initiative, political representatives including elected members and office bearers of the political
parties are engaged on regular basis to help improve their roles in improving the education services in
Pakistan. We believe that inviting political actors of diverse political orientation to a common forum to
present their views on a given issue and having their commitments is very successful intervention.

During implementation of the current initiative, we are intensifying and deepening the engagement
process by conducting All Party Conferences (APCs) at the district level. The basic objective of the APCs
is to present the district specific education issues to the political parties and to motivate the political
parties to debate and take collective measures to resolve these issues.

In the above context, a District All Parties Conference (APC) was organized in District Lahore on
May 20, 2014 on the topic of “Situation of Education in District Lahore; Issues and Opportunities”.
Proceedings of the APC are in the following:

1. Registration of the Participants
The participants were welcomed and registered by Mr. Jaffer Raza, District Coordinator I-SAPS.
2. Recitation of the Holy Quran and Welcome Note

The program was started with some verses of Holy Quran by one of the participants. Jaffer Raza, District
Coordinator I-SAPS welcomed the participants and shared objectives and detailed program of APC with
the participants.

3. Presentation on Education Issues in Lahore District

Mr. Ahmad Ali from I-SAPS gave a comprehensive presentation on education situation of District Lahore
to the participants. He briefed that under the umbrella of I-SAPS and Alif Ailaan, various research
products are being developed including district specific citizen agendas. The Citizen Agenda sheds light
on the education indicators of the district and also provides yearly targets for enrolling all out of school
children in the district in the schools. He also briefed that the Citizen Agenda provides the targets for
provision of all missing facilities in the schools of the District.

Following statistics were presented to the participants in the presentation:

e Total number of children in District Lahore of the age 5-16 years is 2.6 million, out of which 38 %
are out of school

e The District has 1,216 schools which include 643 boys schools and 573 schools are for girls. For

enrolling all out of school children, in the next five years 38 more schools are required in the district.
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o In the District Lahore, in total 15,347 teachers are teaching in schools. 15% of these teachers are in
primary schools, 18% in middle schools and 67% in secondary schools. There is need for more 6,751
teachers in the schools of the district

e Despite being a large and central district of the province, a number of schools in the District have
missing facilities, having a direct impact upon the quality of education. Few figures of the missing
facilities in the schools of the District are:

» 1.5% schools in this district have no boundary wall

» 0.3% schools of the district have no facility of drinking water
» 0.4% schools have no availability of washroom/latrine

» 2.2% schools have no facility of electricity

Mr. Ahmad Ali said that the situation of education in the District requires a number of actions from the
decision makers in the next five years. He informed the participants that I-SAPS in collaboration with
Alif Ailaan is working with political representatives at various levels, to make education a high priority
on their agendas. He further informed the participants that a district specific citizen agenda for education
has been developed in association with citizens which provides targets for the additional class rooms,
more schools and number of teachers required in the District to fulfill District’s role under Article 25-A.
He said that the responsibilities of the district and provincial governments have increased many folds after
insertion of Article 25-A that makes state responsible to provide free education to the children of age 5-16
years.

Following his presentation and briefing, the forum was opened for discussion and all political parties were
requested to share their own and their party’s point of view regarding the situation of education and how
they can play their roles in this regard:

4. Perspectives of Participants

Engr. Qamar ul Salam Pakistan Muslim League PML (N)

Mr. Qamar said that he is firstly thankful to I-SAPS for arranging the APC in District Lahore for
discussing the education issues. He said that education has not remained priority of the political parties
nor of the citizens. He said that our government has taken serious steps for the betterment of education.
We have started the enrolment campaign for all public schools. In addition, we have allocated large
amount of money for providing missing facilities in the schools of Punjab. He said that the current
government is also recruiting large number of teachers for the schools where there are no teachers or
where the number of teachers is less than required. He said that we will also focus on Lahore district and
will aim to address issues which have been highlighted in today’s presentation by I-SAPS.

Ms. Bushara Butt, Pakistan Muslim League (PML-N)

Ms. Bushara Butt said that she herself is an educationist and is very well aware of the issues and lopes in
the education system. She said that we have already taken up these issues and following today’s
presentation, we will discuss all these issues in the Punjab Assembly to take actions and corrective
measures for resolving these issues.
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Mr. Khurram Watoo, Pakistan People’s Party (PPP)

He said that a uniform curriculum is required for all schools whether government or private and the
government needs to take serious steps in this regard. He said that there should be a plan to provide
stipends and scholarships to deserving students. He further said that education is the priority of our party
and we thanks I-SAPS for organizing this APC. We will try to fulfill our role for promoting education in
the District.

Mr. Zikrullah Mujahid, Jamaat-i-Islami

He said that the debate on curriculum and language in the public schools has not been undertaken
correctly previously. He further said that the government has largely neglected the education sector and
especially the primary education. Government needs to take corrective actions for the betterment of
education in the District and in the country as this is the foundation of any society.

Mr. Irtiza Kazmi, Muthida Qaumi Movement (MQM)

He said that private sector schools are largely being run by people with political affiliations which is
having bad impact on the quality of education. He said that these aspects need to be explored and taken
into account and its impact should be determined on the quality of education. He said that it is very
important to implement Article 25A of the constitution which needs increased budget. He said that we
will raise voice in assembly to address the issues of the District Lahore and the province also to resolve
education issues which have been highlighted in today’s presentation.

Mr. Atif —ud -Din Pkistan Tehreek - e — Insaf (PTI)

Mr. Atif said that the syllabus needs to be re-written for the government schools in the country. He said
that we should design the curriculum in line with and according to our social, cultural and economic
needs. He further said that the government departments and politicians need to work together on
emergency basis which can save the future of the children in our country.

S. Joint Declaration by Political Parties for Making Education a Priority

Following the discussion by the political parties on the education issues, I-SAPS team shared a joint
declaration to sign by all participants and party representatives. The Declaration contains major
recommendations of the citizen agenda of the District with resolution to implement these
recommendations. The declaration was signed by all participants from different political parties jointly, to
make education a priority, irrespective of their political affiliations. Copy of the signed declaration is
provided in Annex 1.

6. Vote of Thanks

Mr. Ahmed Ali thanked all participants at the end of the APC and said that this engagement will continue
with all stakeholders in the coming months. Participants were invited for refreshment at the end.
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Annex III- List of Participants

Sr# Name Designation Organization
1 Nasreen Nawaz MPA PML (N)
2 Farzana Butt MPA PML (N)
3 Salma Shaheen Butt MPA PML (N)
4 Engr. Qamar ul Islam Raja MPA-Chairman Standing PML (N)
Committee Education
5 Bushra Butt MPA PML (N)
6 Shameela Aslam MPA PML (N)
7 Rana Munawar Ghaus MPA PML (N)
Khan
8 Amina Ulfat Former MPA PML (Q)
9 Tamkeen Aftab Secretary Information Lahore PML (Q)
10 Wasif Ali Deputy Secretary Finance PPP
11 Barrister Aamir Hassan Spokesperson & Secretary PPP
Finance Lahore
12 M. Saqib Amjad PPP
13 Khurram Wattoo MPA PPP
14 Waseem President Youth PPP
15 Syed Ali Hassan Coordinator PRP
16 Shunila Ruth MPA PTI
17 Noor Ullah Media Coordinator PTI
18 Col ( R) Farrukh Member Awami Workers Party
19 Zikrullah Mujahid Vice President Jamaat e Islami
20 Syed Irtiza Kami President MQMm
21 Umer Feroz Pirzada Secretary Information MQM
22 Rana Ashraf General Secretary MQMm
23 Ishtiaq Ch. Organiser Pakistan Awami Tehreek
24 Arshad Mehmood Deputy Secretary Pakistan Awami Tehreek
25 Nageeb ur Rehman President Punjab Teacher Union
26 Taj Haider General Secretary Punjab Teacher Union
27 Ashar SESC Education Department
28 Asad Ali SESC Education Department
29 Salman Sarfraz SST Education Department
30 Allah Rakha Gujjar Chairman Mutahidda Mahaz Asaatza
Punjab
31 Qurat ul Ain Lahore Head Alif Ailaan
32 Humera GSO PCHL
33 Ahmed Raza Programme Officer SAHE/CQE
34 Faisal Shabbir Deputy Coordinator ITA
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Sr# Name Designation Organization

35 Rana Tanveer Taleem Online

37 Nasreen Majeed Chohan President JJ & Welfare Foundation
Advocate

38 Perveen Akhtar General Secretary JJ & Welfare Foundation

39 Shagufta Khanum Member JJ & Welfare Foundation

40 Babar Riaz Cameraman City42TV

41 Haji Magsood Bhatti Cameraman City42 TV

42 Akmal Soomro Reporter City42 TV

43 Arshad Ali Photographer City42 TV

44 Tarig Chohan Reporter Daily Ashsharq

45 Adnan Jaffar Reporter Din News

46 Roger Cameraman Din News

47 M. Hassan Raza Reporter Duniya News

48 Maryam Rafi Reporter Express News

49 Kamran Cameraman Express News

50 Irfan Ch Photographer Jehan Pakistan

51 Sajjad Kazmi Reporter Jehan Pakistan

52 Jamshaid MES

53 Kamran Naseem Chief Editor Pak Education News

54 Aroosa Shaukat Reporter The Express Tribune

55 Khalid Khattak Staff Reporter The News

56 Farooq Darwaish Chief Editor Voice of Pakistan

57 Ibrar Hussain
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38% of children dontt go to school, APC told

Think tank says 38
more schools needed
in 5 years to enroll
remaining children

 OUR CORRESPONDENT
LAHORE

Of the 2.6 million children
between the ages of five and
16 years in Lahore, more than
one million (around 38 per
cent) are out of school, The
government will need to set
1p 38 new schools in the dis-
trict over the nixt five years if
itwanis t enroll them,
These facts were shared
on Tuesday by the Institute
of Social and Policy Sciences
{ISAPS) at an All Parties
Conference (AFC)on the issus

rolated £o the education sector,
[8APA had arranged the APCin
collaboracion with Alif Allaan,

According to 1SAPS, the out-
of-schoal children constitute
3 per cent of the total chil-
dren in Lahore who are be-
tween 5 and 16 years of age,

1t said currenty the district
ad 1,216 schools for both boys
and girls and the government
neaded to establish another 38
sthools by 2018 to enroll the
children,

It said there were 10,408
classrooms in 1,216 schools;
more than 3,700 TEW To0ms
would be required over the
et five years,

Of the 13,597 teachers in
the district, 15 per cent are
primary level teachers, 18 per

cent dre middle level and 67
per cent are secondary level
teachers.

15APS suggested the number
should increase to 1,350 by
2018 tocater to the children to
be enrolled by then,

Ahmad Al a research fellow
at 1SADS, said ensuring access
to education, providing miss-
ing facilities at schools and
enrolling moge students were
some of the areas the govern:
ment should focus on,

Praising the Punjab govern-
ment {or enrolling 3.5 million
children during the last year,
he said what remained to be
gauged was how the govern-
ment planned to retain them,
“The role of private sector in
thewake of the promulgation
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of the Frée and Compulsory
Education Ordinance 2014
neads to be reconsidered "

Ali said that with the prom-
gation of the ordinance,
which had been recently ta-
bled in the Punjab Assembly,
it was essential toensure that
rules of business of the egisla-
tion were established,

He said 15 per cent of the
schools in the district did not
Have baundary walls, 2.2 per
cent were devoid of electricity,
0.3 per cent had mo aceess to
potable water and 0.4 per cent
were without toilets.

All said the government
neadad to establish priorities
in order to address these is-
suies, He recommended that
girls" schools be given priority

99 1.5%schoolsin
Lahore donot have
boundary walls, 2.2%
don't have electricity
and 0.3 % have no
aecess [owater

Ahmad Al a ressarch fellow

ot addressing the issues.
(Citing some cases where the
student-teacher ratio fluctu-
ated from 9:110 200:1, he said
there was  need to effectively
Implement theteachers' ratho-
nalisation policy. Currently
the govermnment isworking on
a 4o student-teacher ratio,
The Jamaat-i-Islami's
Zikrullah Mujahid said the

debate on curriculum and
language was integral to the
education sector, He said pri-
mary education was largely
neglected by the govemment,

PPP's Khurmam Wattoo f3-
voured prometing a uniform
curriculum, He stressed the
need for awarding more
scholarships to the deserving
students, “The private sector
[schools) is lacgely being run
by people with political affili
ations, This aspect needs to
be explored and its impacts
determined " said Irtiza Kazmi
of the MOM, PT1's Arifuddin
said the syllabus needed to be
Tedrawn, “We should redesign
and reform our curriculum in
line with our social, cultural
and econgmic neads,”
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